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ISAIAH, XXVI.—9, 
—WHEN THY JUDGMENTS ARE IN THE EARTH, 
THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD WILL LEARN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, 


T will be readily admitted, that, under the pre- 
_taiminiſtration of divine government, there 
1 12 2 equal and adequate diſtribution of re- 
» 4d puniſhments, to the righteous and the 
wicked, nor a ſufficient diſcrimination made be- 
twixt theſe two oppoſite characters. The beſt of 
men are, in the courſe of a ſovereign Providence, 
often ſubjected, no doubt, for wiſe and good rea- 
ſons, to very heavy calamities ; the wicked and 
ungodly on the contrary are often floyriſhing 
and proſperous. In conſequence of this, the in- 
flexible juſtice of God, his unſpotted holineſs, 
and the unalterable rectitude of his moral govern- 
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ment, are not diſplayed in the bright and ftrik- 


ing light, with which they will ſhine forth in the 


laſt decifive day, when God will take to him his 
mighty power and reign, and will render to every 
man according to his works. It is however cer- 
tain, that even in this confuſed and imperfect 
ſtate of things, the great Majeſty of heaven and 
earth hath not, in this reſpect, left himſelf alto- 
gether without a witneſs. 


The painful My) agonizing remorſes of conſci- 
ence, which wicked men often feel in the mo- 
ments of cool and deliberate reflection the loſs 
of health, the bodily pains and diſeaſes, the dila- 


pidation of eſtate and fortune, poverty, ſhame, 


reproach, loſs of character and reputation, and all 
the temporal calamities, which are the natural and 
direct conſequences of the fins to which they 
have been addicted and in a particular manner 
thoſe ſignal judgments which God often inflicts 
on nations and kingdoms, when the meaſure of 
their iniquity is full, and they ſeem to be in ſach 
circumſtances as evidently diſcover them to be 
ripe for the ſtroke of the Almighty's vengeance ; 
in ſhort, all the judgments which God inflicts on 
ſinners in the preſent world, either on individu- 


als or on nations and kingdoms, whether they be 


direcly 


E 1 
irectly and immediately the conſequences of the 
ſinful courſes they had been following, or be 
more direchly and immediately inflicted by 
the hand of God himſelf, are all of them ſo 
many affecting and awful demonſtrations, that 
God is no unconcerned ſpeQator of human ac- 
tions—that he hates the workers of iniquity— 
that evil ſhall not dwell with him, and that fin, 
unrepented of and obſtinately perſiſted in, muſt 
ſooner or later draw down on the ſinner's head 
the heavieſt vengeance of Heaven. 


The great ruler of the world Gans at t preſent, 
in his providential conduct towards different nati- 
ons of the earth, and towards ourſelves in parti- 
cular, to be coming as it were out of his place to puniſh 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity. He 
ſeems to be whetting his glittering ſword, and his. 
hand juſt ready zo take bold on judgement, that he may 
render vengeance to his adverſaries, and a reward 19 
them who hate bim. 


It is our proper buſineſs, it is our indiſpenſible 
duty, and it will be our trueſt wiſdom and intereſt, 
to liſten with care and ſeriouſneſs to thoſe ſevere 
diſpenſations of Providence, with which we our- 
ſelves and other nations are at preſent viſited, and 
make a proper improvement of them. 

| The 


1 
I be uſe and improvement we ought to make of 
theſe, and the effect which the conſideration of 
them ought to have upon us, is clearly pointed 
out in my text, in few but comprehenſive words, 


When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteouſneſs. 


In the farther proſecution of this ſubject, I pro- 


poſe, in humble dependence on divine aid, 


Firſt, to repreſent to you, in as affecting a man- 
ner as I can, thoſe judgments of God, which are 
inflicted on different nations of che earth, and on 
ourſelves in particular, at the preſent juncture. 

In the next place, I will point out the effect 
which the confideration of God's judgments, in- 
flicted on ourſelves or others, ought e have up- 
on us, and the uſe and improvement we ought to 
make of them expreſſed in my text, by arning 
righteouſneſs; the full meaning and import of 
which expreſſion it will be my buſineſs to exphin 
and illuſtrate. And I will endeavour all along to 
lead you to ſuch uſe and improvement of the ſub- 
ject, as may be directly and immediately ſuited to 


de deſign and occaſion of this ſolemn day. 


Jam firſt to repreſent to you, in as affecting a 
| | | Man- 


ad 


ner as Ecan, thoſe judgments of God, which are 
inflicted on different nations of the earth, and on 
ourſelves in particular, at this preſent juncture. - 


Various and manifold are the judgments, with 
which an infinitely juſt and holy God corrects and 
chaſtizes ſinful mortals. We entirely and abſo- 
lutely depend on him for our life and our health, 
for all the neceſſaries and comforts of life, for the 
continued exerciſe of our reaſon and underſtand- 
ing, for all the benefits and advantages of mind 
and body which we enjoy. Theſe he gave us, and 


it is in his power to withdraw them whenever he 
pleaſes. 


He may break the ſtaff of bread, and deprive 
us of the very neceſſaries of life He may, as Moſ- 
es elegantly expreſſes it, make the heavens over our 
head to be braſs, and the earth under our feet to be 
iron. He can ſcorch with drought, or drown 
with rain, or blaſt with an unwholeſome wind, in 
order to deſtroy with famine, and make a fruit- 

ful land barren, for the wickedneſs of them that 
dwell therein—a ſevere and dreadful viſitation 
of providence without doubt. We have great 
cauſe to be thankful, that through the unmerited 
goodneſs of God in the late fine harveſt, and the 


plenti- 
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plentiful crop which enſued, we are at preſent 


under no apprehenſions of this kind. God has 


crowned the year with his goodneſs, and all his 
15 08 have 3 fatneſs on us. | 


14 
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But in the very midſt of plenty, God may de- 


| prive us of health, and affect our bodies with a va- 


riety of diſeaſes, which will take away, in a great 
meaſure, the comfort and ſatisfaction of all the a- 


bundance we polleſs. We are not, in our happy 
ifland, as far as I can learn, ſubjected at preſent to 


any diſeaſes or bodily diſorders, but what are 
common, and happen at every turn in any coun- 
try whatever. It is not however very long ſince 


the judgment of God in this reſpect was terribly 


executed in other parts of the earth. A peſtilen- 


tial diſorder raged for a conſiderable time in ſome 
of our Weſt India Iſlands, which hurried numbers 
on a fudden to death and the grave, ſweeping them 
off the ſtage of life, as it were with the beſom of 
deſtruction. A judgment of the ſame kind raged 
with uncommon violence in America, i in the fine 
and flouriſhing city of Philadelphia. The conta- 
gion was ſo very violent and ſpreading, that the 
infected could ſcarcely procure the means of re- 
lief; no perſon would venture to go near them, or 
attend on a them, for fear of catching the dire infec- 


tion, 
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tion, and when they expired, ſcarce any could be 
found to perform the laſt office of the dead. It 
was with difficulty they could obtain the benefit 
of a decent interment. Here we had an awfut 
ſtriking inſtance of what the Pſamiſt calls the 

pgſtilence, that walketh in darkneſs, and the de- 
ſtruction that wajteth at noon day. We cannot be 
enough thankful to God, that we are not at pre- 
{ent ſubjected to ſuch ſevere viſitations of Provi- 
dence. Indeed we cannot tell how ſoon —one 
thing is certain, that when judgments of this 
kind have been or are in the earth, it is a call, 
a loud call, to us to conſider our ways, and learn 
righteouſneſs. © | 


War is another of thoſe judgments, with 
which God chaſtiſes the inhabitants of the earth; 
2 heavy and dreadful judgment in itſelf—a 
judgment under which many nations in Europe, 
and we ourſelves particularly, are groaning at hy 
preſent moment. 


Wars 4 all kinds ariſe from the pride, i = 
on, and intereſted views, and extravagant paſſions 
of men, and are an humbling and affecting docu- 
ment, almoſt beyond any other, of the corruption 
and rravitr of our fallen nature. Reaſons our 

© | great 
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great prerogative, and what diſtinguiſhes us from 
the inferior creation. The controverſies that ariſe 
betwixt nations and kingdoms, if we vould act 
Eke ourſelves, ought always to be determined by 


che rules of reaſon, equity, and juſtice. When in- 
Read of having recourſe to this golden ſtandard, 
we have recourſe to main force, and the n 
verſy is to be determined by the longeſt ſword; in 
every caſe of this kind, we lay aſide our rea- 
Jon; we diveſt ourſelves of our nature, our rea- 
ſonable nat ure, and we aſſume the nature of lions, 
bears, tygers, and beaſts of prey: and once the 
bloody quarrel is begun, we tear and devour one an- 
other, with as much terocity and cruelty, as the wild- 
eſt and moſt ſavage of the brutal herd. For this 
reaſon, all the rulers of ſtates and kingdoms, who 
are endued with true wiſdom, and influenced 
by a real regard to the good of their ſubjects, ne- 
ver enter into any war, but on the juſteſt grounds, 
and where the neceſſity 1 is abſolute and inevitable. 
Every purpoſe is eſtabliſhed by counſel : and with 
good advice, make wor, ſays Solomon, Prov. 
Xx. Chap. 18. ver.—a ſalutary maxim, deſerv- 
ing the particular attention of Kings and Princes, 
courts and cabinets, miniſters of ſtate, and mem- 
bers of Parliament. It is very remarkable, that 


* Iſaiah, 1, chap. 4. ver. when de- 
{cribing. 


E * 3 


cribing the natural tendency of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, to promote peace, harmony and concord 
among men, and foretelling a glorious and hap- 
py period of the chriſtian church, when the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt will produce more viſible: effects on 
the lives of its profeſſors, chan it has hitherto 
done ſays expreſsly, that in the glorious and 
happy period to which he refers, men ſhall beat 
their fewords into plough ſhares, and their ſpears in- 
to pruning hooks ; nation ſhall not lift up fword a- 
gainſt nation, nor ſhall they learn war any more. 


A judgment-like and ee 
has attended the preſent war, which deſerves our 
particular attention. It has been uncommonly 
bloody and deſtructive, for the ſhort time it has 
continued. Carry your thoughts. back to the 
banks of the Moſelle and the Rhine; preſent. to 
and deſolation, * han been; Ts, | added 
there; imagine you ſee widely extended fields all 
covered over with the bodies of the wounded and 
dead; torn limbs and mangled carcaſles, ſtrewed 
over the field to the diſtance of ſeveral miles. 
Imagine you hear the ſhrieks and cries of the 
wounded, or the ſighs and groans of the dying; 
imagine you hear. the 1 of cannon, the 

hideous 


— STOR 
N — * 
An 44 


* - > AI 
Sad; vw. ets 


_ : — * — 
ere 
2 et. — — 


2 
% - 
—— wp 2 oo * ——— e 
— * A — —— — —— 


r 
gp ae — —— — 


—— 
222 1 


© EF 


'n ” 
7 75 


15 
3 
14 


i 
* 
F: - 
* 
1 
17 
1 
1 


0 
* 
* 
ir 
4 . 
1 
} 't 
1 


186 
hideous exploſion occaſioned by the diſcharge of 
different pieces of artillery at once, like heaven's 
thunder rending earth, and air, and ſky, with 
their t remendous found. Picture to yourſelves 


ſhowers of red hot bullets falling on the fineſt 
towns and cities in the world; their houſes, 
palaces, towers, turrets, ſteeples, churches, levelled 


with the ground, and inftantly reduced to a heap 
of ruins; the cruel grape ſhot, like the arrow 
that flies by day, the ſpeedy executioner of Jeho- 


vah's vengeance, hurrying in a moment hund- 
eds and thouſands into death and eternity; and 


all this in the midſt of the moſt excruciating a- 
gomes and tortures. 


In 9 of this kind, you have ex- 
hibited before you in a very affecting light the 
accumulated horrors of war, under the dreadful 


diſaſters which unavoidably attend it. But theſe 
are not mere repreſentations; they are realities 


which our own countrymen. who have been, 
and ſtill are venturing themſelves, in the high 
places of the field, have felt to their ſad coſt, and 
their relations, who remained behind, can, from 
fad experience, atteſt the woeful fact. Hence 


the deſtitute widow mourning for the loſs of her 


huſband, torn from her arms, into the midſt of 
dangers, 


k. 


dangers, and ſlain in the field of battle. Hence 
tender hearted fathers and mothers lamenting, in 
briny tears, the premature death, it may be, of an 
only ſon. The account I have been giving is 
far from being exaggerated. It is rather a faint 
and imperfect repreſentation of the bloody events, 
which have lately taken place. It fully juſtifies 
the emphatical account the prophet Iſaiah gives 
us of war in general, and the dreadful calamities 
inſeparably connected with it, Iſaiah, 1x. chap. 
5. ver. Every battle of the warricr is with con- 
ſued noiſe, and garments rolled in blood. We cannot 

be thankful enough to God, that we have not 
been eye witneſſes of thoſe ſcenes of ſlaughter, 
which have been lately ated in different parts of 
the world, while our brave countrymen are endur- 
ing all 1ts calamities, and are expoſed to all the 
dangers of war. We as yet fit eaſy and happy, 
each of us under his vine and his fig tree ; we 
hear of war and rumours of war ; but this is all, 
we only hear of them. The very report is hide- 
ous and frightful ; it ſhocks the feelings of hu- 
manity, it makes our ears to tingle, and our fleſh 
to ſhudder, | PEO 


You'll no doubt confider the pag. effu- 
ſion of human blood, to which the * war 


has 
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has given occaſion, as in ſome degree compenſated 
by its uncommon ſucceſs, and the vaſt advanta- 
ges, which it is {aid to have gained already to 
Great Britain, and her illuſtrious Allies. The 
brilliant and uncommon advantages of the laſt 
campaign, were amply detailed in his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, which 
many of you have had occaſion to ſee and read. 
It has been aſſerted, that in all the wars in which 
Ve have been engaged with France, there never 
was a campaign like the laſt, attended with ſuch 
honour, advantage, and ſucceſs —a happy circum- 
ſtance, at which I know you will rejoice. I can 
promiſe for the moſt of you, that every advan- 
tage gained over the common enemy gives you 
great ſatisfaction ; but we ought never to be 
elated with any of our ſucceſſes, however bril- 
liant and unprecedented they may have been. 
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There is an humbling circumſtance in our caſe, 
whach ſerves to turn our joy, ina great meaſure, in- 
to mourning, and ſhould excite us to join tremb- 
Ung with our mirth. The bloody deſtructive 
war in which we are now engaged ſtill continues. 
The wiſdom of the nation has found another 
wy campaign abſolutely neceſſary, nor is there at 
bi the preſent moment any proſpect of its ſpeedy 
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and happy termination. The events of war are 
abſolutely uncertain, and while there is no token 
or appearance of a general repentance and re- 
formation, we have the juſteſt ground to fear and 
tremble. The ſword of God's deſtroying angel 
| is at preſent unſheathed before us, and how far 
his commiſſion may extend, God only knows. 
The great Lord and governor. of the world has 
not yet ſaid, as far as we can judge from appea- 
rances, O ſword of the Lord, how long will it be 
ere thou be fill; put up thyſelf into the ſcabbard, 
ret, and be quiet. He ſeems, in his provi- 
dential conduct, to be ſaying the very reverſe of 
this. How can the ſword be quiet, when the 
Lord hath given it a charge againſt ſo many nati- 
ons in Europe, and particularly againft the inhabi- 
tants of Britain and Ireland, a /inful- nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, 
children that are corrupters ; they have forſaken 
the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of 
Iſrael to anger, they are gone away backward ? 
While we continue in war, a war uncommonly 
bloody and deſtructive, we ought to conſider the 


Judgments of God as ſtill hanging over our 
: gully heads. 


* cannot however difrils this part of my ſub- 
ject 
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je, without taking notice of ſome ſpiritual 2 


judgments at preſent inflicted on us, which ac- 


cording to my apprehenſions with reſpect to 
their nature, tendency, effects, and conſequences, 


are infinitely more dreadful than any temporal 


calamity to which we can be ſubjected. 
It is evident, firſt of all, that we are orolsly ina- 
tentive to, and unaffected with thoſe ſevere diſ- 


penſations of Providence, with which we are at 
Preſent viſited. We aſcribe all our calamities to 


ſecond cauſes, to the pride, ambition, and reſtleſs 


ſpirit of the nation with whom we are at war, and 


to the intereſted ſelfiſh views, and overbearing 


temper of their leading men. We regard not 


the firſt and true cauſe of all our ſufferings, the 
hand of a juſtly provoked God, lifted up againſt 


us, and puniſhing us for our many heinous and 


highly aggravated offences. We have been 
ſometime paſt ſmarting, and are ſtill ſmarting 
under the rod of God, yet we hear not the rod, 
nor who has appointed it. We turn not to the 
hand that ſmiteth us, nor do we ſeek the Lord of 
hoſts. The Lord's hand is lifted up, and yet we 
will not ſee it. What is ſaid of King Ahaz in 
the ſacred records, that in the time of his diſ- 


. freſs, he treſpaſſed yet more againſt the Lord of 


Hoſts, 


E 

Hoſts, is too juſtly applicable to many among 
ourſelves. God ſeems in a way of righteous 
judgment to be giving us up to blindneſs of mind, 
and hardneſs of heart, to walk on in our evil 
ways, without fear or remorſe, without check or 
controul, until deſtruction come upon us to the 
uttermoſt— Make the hearts, of this people fat,” 
make their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes, leaſt 
they ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and convert, and be healed. This 1s the heavieſt 
judgment, that can be inflicted on any of the fal- 
len rage of Adam, next to the damnation of hell 
itſelf, | 


I beg leave to mention another ſpiritual judg- 

ment inflicted on us at preſent, and that is, an 
utter inſenſibility of danger, and a vain confi- 
dence in the means of our defence, the ſtrength 
and power of our nation, and the ſtrength and 
power of the nations of Europe with whom We 
are in alliance. This we conſider as an impreg- 
nable bulwark or fortreſs, which renders us ſe- 
cure againſt every danger, while in the meantime 
we are perſiſting obſtinately in our fins, and by 
our wicked conduct are evidently marked out, 
as a people deſervedly the objects of divine indig- 
nation and diſpleaſure. We feed our pride and 
* vanit y 
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vanity by comparing the eaſy, peaceful, and 
proſperous ſtate of our own country, with the 
torn, diſtracted, and miſerable Rate, of the nation, 
with whom we are at war. Their finances are ex- 
| hauſted, their reſources almoſt at an end, their 
trade and commerce ruined, their ſtrongeſt fortreſ- 
ſes in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies taken from them, 
a fine and valuable part of their fleet burnt and 
deſtroyed, at the time the allied powers were ob- 
liged to evacuate Toulon, and abandon a great 
part of the unhappy Touloneſe to the furious ven- 
geance of their incenſed countrymen. They are at 
war with the far greater part of the nations in Eu- 

rope; Britain, Holland, the Spaniards, Sardinians, 
Sicilians, Neapolitans, Auſtrians, Pruſſians, Heſ- 
Hans, Hanoverians, I may ſay, the whole German 
Empire. At the ſame time they are miſerably 
divided amongſt themſelves, torn and diſtracted 
with the moſt dreadful inteſtine commotions. 
It is ſurpriſing to think, how they could have 
been able to ſtand a ſingle eampaign, againſt 
ſuch formidable combinations from abroad, and 
ſuch diſtractions and commotions at home. It 
almoſt exceeds probability to think that they can 
ſtand out another. The general opinion ſeems 
to be that they muſt ſuccumb ; that we {hall 
Have them at mercy, and trample them under our 
feet. 


: We 


E 
We are the more ready to indulge this flatter- 
ing proſpect, by contraſting our 'own happy ſitua- 
tion with theirs, our finances flouriſhing, our re- 
ſources almoſt inexhauſtible, our trade and com- 
merce inſtead of being diminiſhed rather increaſ- 
ed during the continuation of the war, our navy 
formidable, well equipped, well manned, and well 
provided for; at the ſame time we are joined in 
alliance with the moſt powerful nations in Eu- 
rope, all burning with impetuous ardour to put 
an end to the anarchy and confuſion of France; 
to overturn her boaſted republic, to re-eſtabliſh 


the old monarchy, and replace the family of Bour- 
bon on the throne, 


Sure I am, you and I rejoice—we ought and ever 
will rejoice at the welfare and proſperity of Great 
Britain. It is the united wiſh of our hearts, peace 
be within her walls, and proſperity within her 
palaces. But we are carefully to remember, that 
the ſucceſs of all the means of our defence, inter- 
nal or external, depends entirely on God Himſelf. 
It God be againſt us, and alas! we have juſt ground 
to fear that he will, and muſt be againſt us, as 
long as we are againſt him, as long as a torrent of 
vice and immorality overflows the land, I fay., if 
God be againſt us, vain are fleets and armies, vain 

| and 
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and unavyailing are the moſt powerful alliances 


that can be formed. How ſhall one chaſe a thou- 
land, and ten put ten thouſand to flight, unleſs 


their rock had {old them, and the Lord had ſhut 


them up? God often turns the counſels of the 


Ahitophels of the world into folly. He diſcon- 
certs the beſt laid ſchemes, and puts to rout the 
fineſt armies, that ever marched into the field. 
When he gives the word, Kings of armies, great 
armies, and their moſt renown Generals "flee 
apace, and the women who remained at home 


divide the ſpoil. This has happened in many 


former inſtances, even in recent inſtances, and it 
may happen again. 


To depend therefore on the means of our de- 
fence, internal or external, to truſt in our bow, 
and think that our feword will ave us, while in 
the mean time we are not tur ning to the Lord, 
trom Whom Wwe have revolied—1s a fure argu- 
ment and token of a people hardened in wic- 
kedneſs. It is a ſpiritual judgment, a very 
heavy judgment of itſelf, infinitely more terrible 
than any temporal calamity, to which we can be 


ſubjected. 


I proceed x now to the ſecond 3 of my ſub- 
ject to point out the effects, which the conſidera- 
tion 


tion of God's judgments, inflicted on ourſelyes 
or others, ought to have upon us, and the uſe and 
improvement we ought to make of them, expreſſ- 
cd in my text, by learning righteouſneſs; the full 
deaning and import of which expreſſion, it will 
be my buſineſs to explain and illuſtrate. 


Righteouſneſs ſignifies the whole compaſs of 
our duty, whatever 1s preſcribed and required 
by the law of our great Creator, the eternal and 
unalterable rule of righteouſneſs. To be tho- 
roughly acquainted with every part of our duty, 
to be deeply ſenſible of our many deviations from 
it, to repent of our ſins and provocations, our 
many and heinous tranſgreſſions of the eternal 
and unalterable law and rule of righteouſneſs, to 
jament and bewail them, to confeſs them with the 
| deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow, in the preſence of the 
_ God whom we have oftended, to foriake all the ſin- 
fuland unrighteous courſes which we have hitherto 
followed, and to turn ourſelves without delay to 
= oppoſite courſe of holineſs and righteouſneſs; 
all this in general is imported in the learning 
righteouſneſs, and this, without all queſtion, is the 
effect which the conſideration of God's judgments 
inflicted on ourſelves or others ought to have up- 
on us, and the uſe and improvement we e ought 


to make of them, 
* | It 
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It is not, however, proper to diſmiſs the matter, 
in ſuch general terms. | 


I therefore obſerve, that learning righte- 
ouſneſs, as expreſſive of the effect, which the con- 
ſideration of God's judgments inflicted on our- 
{elves or others, ought to have upon us, and the 
uſe and improvement we ought to make of them, 
imports in it principally the following things. 


1. It imports in it our lamenting and bewail- 
ing, and confeſſing before God, every one of us 
our own fins and provocations, thoſe tranſgreſſi- 
ons of the everlaſting law of righteouinels, of 
which every one of us muſt be conſcious, and 
with which we are all chargeable at the tribunal 
of God, and by which we have rendered ourſelves 
obnoxious to the divine difpleaſure, and contri- 
buted to draw down the judgment of God on the 
guilty nation and kingdom, to Which we be- 
* 


2. It imports our forſaking our ſins, our re- 
linquiſhing our ſinful and unrighteous courſe, 
which we have hitherto followed, and turning 
without delay to the oppoſite courſe of holineſs 
and righteouſneſs. I ſay, that learning righte- 

oulnek 
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ouſnels, as expreſſive of the effec, which the con- 
ſideration of God's judgments, inflicted on our- 
ſelves or others, ought to have upon us, and 
the uſe and improvement we ought to make of 
them, imports in it, ii, our lamenting and be- 
wailing, and confeſſing before God, every one 
of us our own ſins and provocations, thoſe tranſ- 
greſſions of the everlaſting law of righteouſneſs, 
of which every one of us muſt be conſcious, and 
with which we are all chargeable at the tribunal 
of God, and by which we have rendered our- 
ſelves obnoxious to the divine diſpleaſure, and 
contributed to draw down the judgment of God, 


on the guilty nation and Kingdom, to which we 
belong. 


If there be a national repentance and reforma- 
tion, it muſt begin with the repentance and re- 
formation. of individuals. 'The method which 
Solomon propoſes, in his admirable prayer at 

the dedication of the temple, * to be followed 
by the children of Iſrael, when viſited by ſword, 
famine, or peſtilence, or any other public cala- 
mity, is the very ſame method, which we or any 
other nation ought to follow, when viſited with 
the ſame or ſimilar judgments. We are to make 
lupplication to God, and implore his mercy.— 


EE But 
* Eings, 8. 
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But in what way, by what means, and in what 
circumſtances, are we to expect his gracious in- 
terpoſition in our favour ? It is when we Lure, 
every one the plague of bis own heart. It is then, 
and only then, we have ground to think, that He 
will hear in Heaven his dwelling place, and will . - 
Five. 


This is our proper work and buſineſs on this 
ſolemn day. It is to ſearch out, every one of us, 
the plagues of his own heart, to inveſtigate, every 
one of us, our own particular offences, whatever 
has been wrong in our temper, diſpoſition, and 
practice; all theſe we ought to confeſs to our 
God, with the deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow ; we are 
to confeſs to the Lord our tranſgreſſions, that he may 
forgive the iniquity of our ſin. © 


But are we to reſt in mere prayers and ſup- 
plications, and external profeſſions of repen- 
tance? Far from it. It is therefore to be obſerv- 
ed, in the zent place, that learning righteouf- 
neſs imports in it, our forſaking all our fins, 
our relinquiſhing every ſin and unrighteous 
courſe we have hitherto followed, and our turn- 
ing, without delay, to the oppoſite courſe of ho- 
lineſs and righteouſnes, God, in the preſent 
diſpen- 


CY 


Aifocafition of his providence, is crying loudly 

to one and all of us, O may we hearken to his voice. 
Maſb you, make you clean, put away. the evil q your 
doings, from before mine eyes. Let the wicked man 
 forſake his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and return unto the Lord, for he will have mercy on 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
The mere outward profeſſion of ſorrow for fin, 
tears, cries, prayers and ſupplications for mercies, 
on a ſolemn day of taſting and humiliation, by 
whatever authority appointed, .and with what- 
ever punctuality obſerved, without a general re- 
pentance and reformation, are an empty. | un- 
meaning farce, a hypocritical parade, and a ſo- 
lemn mockery of God himſelf. . God is now 
addrefling us, as he formerly addreſſed his 
ancient people Ifrael.*— Ts this the fast 
that I have choſen ? Is it a day for a man to  affltt 
his foul ? Is it to hang down his head like a bulriſh,” 
and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under bim ? wull 
you call this a faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord: ? 
Will God be pleaſed with external ceremonial 
ſervices, which have no real influence on the heart 
and life? The faſt that God has choſen, and 
which he will regard and accept of, is of a very 
different kind, It is to logſe the bands of wicked- 
neſs, to let the oppreſſed go free, and that e break 


7 every 
© Waiah, 58, 54 
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every poke. It is to deal thy bread to the hungry, 
© that thou take the poor who are caſt out to thy houſe ; 
| zwhen thou ſegſt the naked that thou cover him, and 

that thou bid not thyſelf from thy own fleſh. Then 
all thy light break forth as the morning, and thy 
health ſhall fpring forth ſpeedily, and thy righteouſ- 


neſs [hall go before thee, and the glory of the Lord 
ſhall be thy rereward. 


I ſhould not do juſtice to this part of my ſubject, 
T without obſerving, that we will never learn righ- 
teouſneſs, the love of righteouſneſs will never 
have place in our hearts, nor will we practiſe 
righteouſneſs in our lives, unleſs we have a di- 
vine ſaving faith, a fixed and ſettled thorough 
belief of thoſe important doctrines of truth and 
Tighteouſneſs, which God has revealed to us in 
his word. The love of righteouſneſs in the 
heart, and the practice of righteouſneſs in the 


life, always originate here, in the belief of the 
truth. 
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| This obſervation ought to be attended to with 
particular care, becauſe I am certain, the many 
ſhocking violations of the eternal law of righte- 
oufneſs, the many enormous vices and immora- 
TA Hities, which like a deluge | at preſent over- 
Wh flow 


Es 


— 


JF 0. - 0 00: 0 


t 


flow our land, ariſe ! in a oreat meaſure from thoſe 


cvil and pernicious principles, with which ſo 


many of the preſent generation are infected. 
We have diſmal accounts, from time to time, of 


che atheiſm and infidelity of the nation with whom 


we are at war, and the repeated efforts of their 
leading men to overturn and abohih religion al- 
together. Theſe accounts, if well founded, 

juſtly excite our abhorrence and indignation.— 
But alas! we have no occaſion to look from Dover 
to Calais, to look over from our own iſland to 
France, or any part of the continent, in order to 
be furniſhed with affecting documents of that 
atheiſm, infidelity, and open contempt of reli- 


gion, which are ſo much the characteriſtics of 


the preſent age; we have mournful documents 


of this among ourſelves at home. Never was 


the Lord's day, the holy day of God, ſo much 
neglected and profaned as at preſent. Inſtead 
of being a day ſet a part for the worſhip of the 


great creator, if we were to form our judgment 


trom the practice of many who call themſelves 


Chriſtians, we ſhould think it had rather been 


inſtituted for the purpoſe of recreation and a- 


muſement, for making viſits and riding journeys, 
for the merchant to ſettle his accounts, and the 
landholder to plan his grounds. Is not the 

houſe 
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= houſe of God diſhaunted ; the aſſemblying our- 
ſelves together for the purpoſe of ſocial worſhip 
5 become unfaſhionable ; the ſecret, private, and 
| public ordinances, and inſtitutions of the chriſ- 
tian religion neglected, under-valued, deſpiſed, 
and ſet at nought by many, who ſtill retain the 
name of Chriſtians? f 
A diſbelief of the chriſtian revelation is open- 
ly avowed and profeſſed, and, what is of all other 
things moſt unacountable, is conſidered by 1e- 
veral, as an inconteſtible argument of ſuperior 
knowledge, and an enlarged underſtanding. An 
affectation of this kind is become extremely 
common; a deſpicable ; aſſectation, to be ſure, the 
pride of little minds, a glaring document of 
weakneſs and wickedneſs at once. We have 
got now a- days, in many of our towns and cities, 
great and mall, companies, meetings, ſocieties, 
clubs, (give them what name you pleaſe, ) which 
ſeem to be formed for no other purpoſe but 
to burleſque the holy ſcriptures, and turn every 
thing that 1s ſerious and ſacred into ridicule. 
The members of theſe meetings are not, general- 
ly ſpeaking, perſons of rank, of great know- 
ledge, or great education. They have read the 
news-papers, and magazines, and ſome of the 
4 - 1 
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many publications againſt the evidences of the 3 
chriſtian religion, with which the preſent age 
| has ſo much abounded. Furniſhed with the ar- 
guments, which theſe ſuggeſt, they toſs and agi 
tate them at every turn, brandiſhing them like 
armour of proof, which it is ſcarcely poſlible to 
reſiſt. It often happens, that, in theſe meetings, 
ſome petit maitre, a big enough man in his 
own eſtimation, perhaps the mouth of the com- 
pany, or the oracle on whom the reſt depends, 
riſes up, and with a folemn air aſſures them, that 
it is a long time ſince he got over all the pre- 
judices of his education—his eyes are now open- 
ed—he is no longer the dupe of prieſtcraft—he 
now conſiders the book called the bible as a 
mere chimera and romance, a ſyſtem of abſur- 
dity, full of inconſiſtency and contradiction. — 
Wonderful genius !—the unthinking herd, who 
follow this able leader, implicitly receive his 
doctrine with high applauſe, and ſwallow it with 
avidity. If you or I were preſent in ſuch aſſem- 
blies, we ſhould be apt to think that we were in 
the midſt of the atheiſtical French Convention, 
and that Danton or Robeſpierre prefided' in theſe 
ne quod circles. 


We may be re, * while atheiſm, infideli⸗ 
ty, 


ty, and irreligious principles are ſpreading ſo ra- | 


Aal and widely through the land, vice and im- 


morality of every kind will and muſt ſpread in 


the fame proportion. Men's principles and 


- practice. are, in the nature of the thing, inſepa- 
rahbly connected, and will have an influence on 
one another. Looſe irreligious principles natur- 
ally produce diſſoluteneſs of morals, and a vici- 
ous immoral life is a ſtrong excitement and temp- 


tation to infidelity. This is the condemnation, ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, * that light is come into the world, 


and men loved darkneſs rather than the . becauſe 


their deeds were evil, 


If then we wiſh to learn righteouſneſs—if we 
with to have the judgments of God, which are at 
preſent hanging over our heads, averted —let it 
be our firſt and principal concern to obtain ge- 
nuine ſaving faith, the faith of God's ele, that 
faith which is the evidence of things not ſeen, 
and the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and which 
is a never failing principle and ſource of-righte- 


ouſneſs and holineſs, both in heart and life.—- 


Remember, it is the gift of God, it is wrought in 
the heart by the power and influence of the di- 
vine ſpirit. The exceeding greatneſs of God's 


| Power, the ſame power which he wrought in 


Chriſt 
.* John, | Ys 19. 


1 3r 


Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the de il, is 

ways exerted in and on all thoſe who truly 8 
lieve. To God we are to apply for it, and 8 3 
him we are to ſeek it—O lift up your voice for *Y ; 
this heavenly gift, ſeek it as filver, ſearch” for it 
more than for hidden treaſure, and never give ; 
over ſeeking and ftriving, till God by his ſpirit, 
work in you all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs; b 
and the work of faith with L Power, 
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